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Message from Tim Combs 
 
Dear Friends, 

 

2016 was a year of growth for Americans for Independent 

Living.  We received a generous donation of $100,000 from 

The Trump Foundation in early 2016.  These funds helped 

establish our organization as a 501c3 nonprofit.  In July 

2016 a home in Waterloo was donated and renovations 

began on Waterloo’s first veteran’s transitional home. With 

many generous used-goods donations from the community 

we were able to furnish the home as well as provide 

furnishings, household and self-care items to veterans just 

out of homelessness. 

 

Our mission is to help veterans in need.  

 
 
This year I was reminded that every human deserves a 

place to call a home and a place to feel safe and 

comfortable. I learned how giving human beings are, even when they don’t have much to 

give. I learned how one of the biggest positives of our society is the sharing of self. We open 

up understanding, compassion, education, and empathy when we take time to actively listen 

and communicate with our community members. Our community is a diverse combination of 

human beings, and we all have a voice for change and improving the lives of our neighbors. 

The amount of time, volunteers and donations for our transitional house project well 

exceeded all of our hopes at this point. 

 
Thank you! 
 

 
  

Tim Combs, Executive Director  

Americans for Independent Living 
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 Mission
 

Working to empower veterans by providing home  
modifications, rehabilitation and transitional housing enabling 
them to become independent individuals within their homes and 
community. Taking veterans from homelessness to home ownership. 
 
 

 Programs
 

 Transitional Housing 
 

Providing housing to homeless veterans with supportive care 

services helping them become independent. These veterans 

are typically just out of homelessness or below poverty level 

with employment.  The veterans transitional home in Waterloo 

provides housing for 3 and a home in Evansdale, for disabled 

veterans has room for 11 veterans. 

 

Furniture for Veterans 
  
A homeless or transitioning veteran will require furnishings as 

they have very little belongings to start fresh in their new 

residence. Donations can be made to Americans for 

Independent Living to process and deliver to qualified veterans 

in Black Hawk County. 

 

 

 Home Modifications 
  
ADA modifications are provided to disabled veterans in their 

current home. We provide modifications of existing homes to 

make them wheelchair accessible, or complete other 

modifications necessary to accommodate the veteran’s 

disability. If the existing home cannot be modified, we will assist 

in finding another home, or acquire land to build a new home.   



 

5  

Veteran enters 
transitional 

housing 

Caseworker sees 
participant once a 

week 

Veterant has 
monthly progress 

evaluations 

After goals are 
completed, 

veteran moves to 
permanet 

furnished housing 

 Program Impact
 

 Who benefits from American for Independent Livings programs? 
 
 

 

Project Goals 
 Furniture for Veterans

 

To decrease the number of veterans just out of homelessness without 
furnishings, household and self-care items. To increase the self-care, 
basic items to homeless veterans.  Provide free delivery and set up of the 
items in need to the veteran.   
  

http://www.socialsolutions.com/apricot/
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Robert  B.– United States Air Force Veteran 
 

Robert recently moved into his apartment after being homeless for close to 
a year.  Because he was homeless prior to his move, he did not have any 
belongings and very few clothes.  Robert contacted the local Veteran 
Affairs office asking how they could help. 
 

Robert was given a referral to Americans for Independent Living in hopes we 
could help with furnishings for his apartment. 

 
Robert was able to receive, couch and love seat, end 
table, lamp and basic kitchen items.  He also received 
clothes and towels to help him get started with his 
independence. 
 
He told Americans for Independent Living, “You just 
don’t know what it is like.  I have an apartment now, 
it’s not much but it’s my own.  And to come in and 
have nothing to sit on, nothing to sleep on or cook 

with, you feel like you are homeless all over again”.  When asked what he was 
feeling after receiving the items from AFIL, “Wow, I have a home now, you 
can’t know what this means to me.  I feel like a person again”. 
 

John R.– United States Navy Veteran 
John and his family came to Waterloo with a 
emergency housing situation. They had to vacate their 
past residence and leave all belongings. Arriving in 
Waterloo they had very few items and no employment. 
From a referral from the VA office, John contacted 
AFIL about helping. We were able to provide beds for 
his family as well as living room and kitchen items 
were provided.  John and his family were so thankful 
for the items to help them through this tough situation. 
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 Financial Management
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Our Board Members 

Len Searfoss 

Commercial Printing Manager ACI 

Deanna Wheeler 

Broker/Owner Re/Max Home Group 

Wendell Lupkes 

Partner in VJ Engineering Consultants 

Arnold Boller 

Owner of Boller Construction 

 

 

Looking Forward 
 

Veterans Resource Center 
The Veterans Resource Center would be available to help veterans and their dependents 

get connected with the resources and networks of support available to them in Black Hawk 

County.  

The resource center will include: 

 Drug/Alcohol Rehab services 

 Clinical Services (health and well-being) 

 Psychological services, PTSD Counseling 

 Physical/ Occupational Therapy 

Also provided would be legal counseling, financial literacy, job training, on-site employment, 

meals, peer support groups, and resource referral services. We are committed to providing 

a place for veterans to interact with fellow veterans, network together and the camaraderie 

they all have shared while proudly serving our country. We will work diligently together with 

other organizations to assist our veterans and their families in need of lodging, financial, and 

physical or mental medical assistance with resource information our veterans so desperately 

need and deserve.  
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Volunteer and Make a Difference 
 

 
 
 

  We Need Your Help
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Thank You to All of Our Donors 
 
 
  

Thank you to our printing partner PRINT INNOVATIONS 1942 Dunkerton RD Waterloo, IA 

Mike Fereday Heating & Cooling 827 W 5th St Waterloo, IA 50702 

Slumberland 4020 University Ave Waterloo, IA 50701 

Becker Cabinetry & Millwork 1235 S Ordway Rd, IA 50703 

Sherwin-Williams 5212 University Ave Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

BK FLooring 1922 Main St, Cedar Falls, IA 50613  

Riley Floors 3230 Marnie Ave, Waterloo, IA 50701 

Classic Sand & Finish 4245 North Avenue Waterloo, IA 50702 

McGowan's Furniture 3754 W Airline Hwy  Waterloo, IA 

Enviro-Pest Soultions  P.O. Box 125, Waterloo, IA 50704   

Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa 3117 Greenhill Circle   Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

Spahn & Rose Lumber CO. Dubuque, IA 

Black Hawk Roof Company 619 E 19th ST  Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

Kinzler Construction Services 2843 Geraldine Rd, Waterloo, IA 50703 

Ted Electric 2004 Virgil ST Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

Cedar Valley Corp 2637 Wagner RD Waterloo, IA 50703 

Al Gordon Heating and Plumbing 3855 W. Airline Hwy  Waterloo, IA 50703 

The Countertop Shop 3311 Lafayette S Evansdale, IA 50707 

Image Buggy 715 E 18th st Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

 Cedar Falls Main Street Social Club, Kyle Law, Catholic Order of Foresters, Dennis and Anita Kabele, Tammy and Tony 

French, Kim McBride, Roger and Kathleen Clayton, Dee Euchner, Sandy Messingham and Helen Tillapaugh, St Paul Lutheran 
Church, New Day Christian Center, Richard Kabele, Marcia & Thomas Hartson, Richard & Sharon Thome, John Deere Product 
Engineering Center, Riley Family Farms LLLP, Raphael Musher, Elizabeth Fry in honor of Tom and Connie Duffy, Sara 
Hofmeister, Lynn Albert, Mary Nicholas, Jerry & Connie Lobeck, St. Marks United Methodist Church, Katie Harn, 6th grade 
class at Bunger Middle School in Evansdale, Cindy and Toni Harris, Amy Peyton, Stetson Building Products, Miriam Rock in 
honor of Grandpa Marvin and Grandpa Albert, Carol Sterm in honor of her father Wallace O. Burman, Barbara Oltman, Barb 
Vandyke, Mary Diehm, Wendy Knapp, Agnes Biersner, Tim & Sue Flynn, Paul & Qence Grandon, Kasie Jakel, Tim & Sue 
Flynn, Sarah & Scott Ehlinger, Patrick & Nicole Flynn, Kathy Flynn Ferguson, Jeff Nelson.  

All of these amazing businesses donated to one of our fundraising events! 

Allstate Rental, Applebee's-CF, Bed Bath & Beyond, BO Studio & Design, Builders Select, Cadillac Lanes, Campbell Supply 
Co., Community Motors, Counter Top Shop, Crazy Quilt Shop, Earl May, Golf Headquarters, Gallery 106, Green Fields Health 
Food Center, Hoffman & Hoffman Trenching, Island Paradise Tanning, Isle of Capri, Jim Lind Station, Lowe's, LR Jewelers, 
Martinson Construction, McGregors Furniture, Millbridge Cabinets Mfg, Metro Home Improvement, Mutual Wheel Co., New Day 
Christian Center, Norbys Farm Fleet, Omega Cabinets, Polka Dot, Ritual Body Arts, Sadler Power Train, Sandy Bright, Silver 
Eagle Harley-Davidson, Simpsons Furniture, Slumberland Furniture, Stetsons Building Products, Steve Knapp, Sun Tan City, 
Tjernagel Insurance, Veridian Credit Union, Warren Transport, Wood Componets, Zanotti Gun Safe.   

 

http://www.2printguys.com/
http://mikeferedayheating.com/
https://www.slumberland.com/
http://www.beckercabinets.com/
https://www.sherwin-williams.com/store-locator/paint-store/cedar-falls/ia/3171
https://bk-flooring.com/
http://rileysfloors.com/
http://classicsandandfinish.com/
http://www.mcgowansfurniture.com/
http://www.enviropestsolutions.com/
http://spahnandrose.com/
http://www.blackhawkroof.com/
http://www.tedelectric.com/
https://www.cedarvalleycorp.com/
http://algordonplumbing.com/
http://www.nicholshomeimprovement.net/
https://www.imagebuggy.com/
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