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Message from Tim Combs 
 
Dear Friends, 

 

2023 was a growing year for Americans for Independent 

Living. AFIL continued to adjust with the restrictions and still 

assist 137 local veterans with a combination of housing, 

home modifications, clothing, food, and/or furniture. In 

addition, within those Veterans we were able to assist 25 

children and 14 spouses.  

 

AFIL continued to make great progress on our programs 

in 2023. Our Veteran homes were running at full capacity assisting 4 Veterans experiencing 

homelessness and 3 low-income Veterans and their families. AFIL was able to provide 

$123,748 worth of items for Veterans and their dependents for their homes, plus food and 

clothing. Veterans were assisted 806 times in 2023. This continues to prove to us that the 

Veterans we have assisted appreciate and trust our assistance and continue to contact AFIL 

when they are in need. 

 

Veterans experiencing homelessness is still a large problem in the United States and it 

continues to grow. Another concern is that more than half of these homeless Veterans have 

some type of a disability and need additional assistance. Veterans need our continuous 

energy and action as well as our respect and compassion. 

 

 
Thank you! 
 

 
 

 

Tim Combs, Executive Director  
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Mission 
 

Empowering Veterans in need by providing housing and transitional resources. 
 

Programs 

 

 Veteran Housing 
 

The Veteran Housing program provides housing to 

Veterans experiencing homelessness with supportive 

care services assisting them to become more 

independent. These Veterans are typically below the 

poverty level without employment. Two additional 

homes for low-income Veterans were acquired this 

past year housing 2 Veterans and their dependents. 

 

 

Furniture for Veterans 
   

A Veteran who had been homelessness or a Veteran in housing of low-

income status may require furnishings as they typically have few 

belongings to start in their new residence. Furniture, household items, 

clothing, and food are provided through this program. Furniture and item 

donations are made to Americans for Independent Living to process and 

deliver to qualified Veterans within Black Hawk County. 

 
 

 Home Modifications 
  
ADA home modifications are provided to disabled Veterans. AFIL 

provides modifications of existing homes to make them wheelchair 

accessible, or complete other modifications necessary to 

accommodate the Veteran’s disability. By modifying their current 

home, a Veteran may stay in their home longer by providing them 

with more safety and independence. 
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Program Impact 
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Testimonials 

 
David – Army Veteran 

David, an Army Veteran, and Thor, his 
sweet dog, just moved into a new place. 
We delivered furniture and other items to 
help make his apartment a home. David 
said, "I was homeless for what seemed 
like months, and you always made sure I 
had food, clothes, blankets, and other 
items to make me comfortable and my 
belly full. Now, I'm in a home and here you 
are again helping me out. Thank you, it all 
means so much." 
 

   

 

Cameo - Army Veteran 

 Brian, a Navy Veteran, just moved into a 

new place and he was requesting some 

items. He is a Vietnam Veteran and a very 

sweet man. He said, "Thank you, this is 

great. And it's so much stuff. I can't believe 

people gave you this stuff to help people 

like me." Yes Brian, we have the best 

community, and they donate items to AFIL 

to support Veterans like yourself! 
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Program Goals 

 
Veteran Housing 

  
In the current Veterans Transitional home; AFIL has assisted 28 

Veterans since April 2017. The average length of stay has been 8-11 

months prior to moving onto permanent housing. The average time to 

obtain employment has been 65 days.  

Specific impact goals achieved:  

• Increased Veteran's earnings from formal employment. 

• Decreased the number of economic hardships experienced.  

• Improved the Veteran's economic well-being. 

• Increased social support and comradery from other Veterans. 

• Improved mental and physical health. 

• Reduced instances of criminal involvement. 

• Improved development of other life skills. 

Furniture for Veterans 
 
 The program goal is to decrease the number of Veterans just out 

of homelessness without furnishings and basic household items. 

To increase the self-care, clothing, food, and overall basic items to 

Veterans who are experiencing homelessness. And, provide free 

delivery and set up, if necessary, of the items in need to the 

veteran. Of the 137 veterans assisted in 2023, 98% said they felt 

more secure and had less stress once being provided items from 

AFIL. 

 

Home Modifications 

 
The goals of aging in place are to enhance the quality of life for 

older veterans in their home environment allowing them to 

participate in valued activities while being more independent. 100% 

of the veterans who received home modifications from AFIL were 

happy with their increased independence within their home. 



 

8 
 

Volunteer Success 

 
Volunteers have helped in all of AFIL successes to date. In 2023, we had 74 volunteers with 

a combined total of 1562 hours. The dedication and concern for Veterans from our 

volunteers helped AFIL assist so many Veterans and their families. 

 

   
 

Who were our volunteers? Church groups, ROTC from the local high schools, retired 

individuals, nursing students, groups from local businesses, teenagers and families, and 

veterans who received assistance from AFIL. 
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Financial Management 
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Board of Directors 
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Volunteer and Make a Difference 

    
 
 

We Need Your Help  

  

Follow us on Instagram @afilforvets 
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Testimonials 

 

Lloyd - Navy Veteran 

"I unfortunately had bed bugs get in my apartment and I took care of all of it but 

I still needed a couch and chair replaced. You guys were great to be willing to 

bring me another set of those. It makes me depressed to think about the 

situation but then I see my matching couch and chair and realize others 

thought of me (a Veteran) and I am happy for that."  

 

Clint - Marine Veteran  

AFIL delivered a dresser, TV, and food to Clint. When 

asked how these items have helped him. He responded, 

"Massively! I ran out of food except for milk and oranges 

so this has helped me out immensely. Thank you to you 

and all who donate to your program." 

 

 

 

Zach - Army Veteran  

“This has given me a foundation to start a new life. I am so 

thankful for you all and all of the help I have been given. This 

foundation has given me the financial stability to get started to 

focus on my PTSD recovery." 
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